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Hayman Fire 2002

A Wildfire Risk here in 

Colorado Springs?

Fire HistoryFire History

• Westwood ’05 / Incline Fire ’07 / Sondermann Fire ‘09

Mason Gulch 2005

Fort Carson 1950

*Source: 2007 Colorado College State of the Rockies Report Card



Values at RiskValues at Risk
� Residents 

� Students and Staff

� Special Populations

� Property

� Infrastructure� Infrastructure

� Wildlife Habitat

� Visual Corridor

� Cultural Resources



GoalsGoals

1. To reduce wildfire 
risk to life and 
property.

2. To educate 2. To educate 
homeowners about 
wildfire mitigation.



ObjectivesObjectives

1. To remove at least 80% 
of the standing dead 
Gambel oak.

2. To reduce fuel loading 
and “ladder fuels.”

3. To maintain healthy oaks 
and pines; not clear cut.

4. To manage for overstory 
pines and mature 
Douglas fir (natives with 
fire resistant 
characteristics)



� Total Target: 500 Total Target: 500 
acresacres

�� Cost per acre from Cost per acre from 
$1600 $1600 -- $3000/acre$3000/acre

Project Project 
AreasAreas

� 22% of the City lives 22% of the City lives 
in the Wildland Urban in the Wildland Urban 
InterfaceInterface

�� Est. population in the Est. population in the 
WUI = 87,500 (COS WUI = 87,500 (COS 
Pop. 400k)Pop. 400k)



Means and Methods

� Environmental Assessment

� Layout / GPS

� Contract, volunteer labor 
and/or seasonal labor

� Mechanical Treatment Only

Hand thinning and � Hand thinning and 
Mastication

� Chip and scatter

� 7-10 year maintenance 
schedule (CSFD, Parks and 
HOAs.)



North Cheyenne Canyon - Untreated



North Cheyenne Canyon - Treated



North Cheyenne Canyon - Untreated



North Cheyenne Canyon - Treated



Stratton Open Space -
Untreated



Stratton Open Space -
Treated



Mount Saint Francis -
Treated



Mount Saint Francis -
Treated









Contractors / Crew
� Licensed and Insured 

�Arborists

�Specialized experience 
in wildfire mitigation

�Previous city projects

�Seasonal crew



Budget and Matching
� $1,000,626 (FEMA Grant sub-

awarded through CDEM)

� CSFD matching (PSST) $94,893

� Other matching $238,653:

� El Paso County $40k

� Stratton $1280

� Cedar Heights $130k

� Raven Hills $17,550

� Woodmen $24,570

� Hunters Point $10,253 

� Peregrine $15k

…“Sharing the 
Responsibility”



Questions?

Christina Randall
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May 2009
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